We 
8 


+ - v 


"x Ae * 


— AOSOe, 7 


K 


* 


R 


* 


2 


* 
* 


5 


FP 


e 


THE . 


(ü . 8 
| . OK 1 
THE MAN OF THE WORLD ö 
* | % 
ADVANTAGES OF A LIFE 'OF REAL PIETY | 
| | TO A 
; LIFE OF FASHLONABLE DISSIPATION. 
BY 4 MARINE OFFICER, | 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR J. MATHEWS, NO. 18, STRAND; | 9 
and an BY GURNEY, HOLBORN; WAYLAND, MIDDLE=-ROW, HOLBORN | ' $ 


JORDAN, FLEET-STREET; TRAPP, PATERNOSTER=ROW ; | 1 
AND CHALMERS, OLD STREET» | p 


„ . 1792. | 19 8 


* 1 p 
% 
4 1 > wa 2 
| : 
. ; t 
: & $0: : 
: G \ o 
N rg \ 
4 #- i 
$4 4 
1 "MIS \ * 2 
4 . 
e : 3 8 * * 
«$5 8 n 3 . F r * 
r * ' Ts Pi NAVA 
, - 


43 


. 


Pas: * n 
— EI ot 3 ks 


2 — Iv 


In FOES an ts oe 
n 


nn. 1 r 
N 3 2 * W 
| A" „ * * wh 
3300 AS Fo 
1 8 bl Wand > 2 \ „„ py. 
- , * Io es +9 8 . 7 2 \ 
n 7 uy, 75 ; } 3 &L I 5 
EH. * 7 4 As ? is 4 £738 a 
Ob 4 * 1 ; J £ . 
8 7 N = N 
8 9 2 * 5 : . - * 
: 5 wh TIED 4 *© 
, . * * 
Ry * 
- 8 * +a 
( by } 4 
a K 9 


; ; w . we 7 s. 0 , 4 8 8 N 23 ff if 3 
. * V4 - 4 , } 5 F 
4 ” o f * , 
an 4 , , g 
* * 1 ; 5 8 5 ? . a 
s 1 4 "2451 F . 4 ; 5 7 5 * Fa : I : 
= 1 x - . \ 7 5 * 
: 4 py 
* a F £ 
+ b : 
” * * 3 5 Ry ; 5 
$ 1 « o * 


a 


W. HEN ate: Author began to write 8 fol- 


8 low ing bages, 


lieious intention of. the grand deceiver of man- 
i kind, in one of his. infernal ſchemes, by 


which he hoodwinks and ruins his thouſands ; 3 


artfully inſinuating, through the mouth of his 


numerous agents, that truly religious people 


| are a ſet o the moſt deſpicable, ignorant, me- 
> lancholy, wretched beings th at ever exiſted 


on the face of the earth; wholly incapable of 
enjoying the rational pleaſures of life; or of | 
5 filling up their places as members of ſociety, : 


| with any credit to themſelves, | or honour to 


their country. Whereas he well Ks the 


very 


— 1 


. e had two objects principally ö 


; 7 in view. The one, to detect and expoſe the ma- 


very ite” is the caſe; 4 that they really are 
the moſt rational among men, whoſe religious. : 


Ns 9 


Joys, and folid; „ chough interrupted; happineſs i in 
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time, as well as the glory that awaits them in 
5 . une, he daily envies : and dreads nothing 
. =. ſo much as letting his own ſubjeQs'perceive it, 
= tft they ſhould thereby be indubed to leave His“ 
3 ſervices." Would to God this feeble attempt, 
- 28 af inſt ent in his hands, might be ma de 


il i A n ſome of their 1 e ee 
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1 ; 86 to piocure, 
c T2 10 poſlible, a little aſſiſtance towards the ſupport 
i” of the Goſpel in the Church of Chriſt, at Strood; 
3 pu appropriating. the profits that might rife! 
3 from the ſale of this parphlet wholly to that 
 - purpoſe; * any of theſe ends can, the 
| ſmalleſt meaſure, be obtained, the Author wilt 
think himſelf amply rewarded, and his time 
well employed. But ſhould he ſucceed in nei- 
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Nr 


N the purchaſer of this dick is fs to Ws. 
| no loſer; for ſuppoſing he ſhould not like 


its contents after he has read it, he wi 


have to lament chat his money. was altogether 
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thrown n eh > as he may reſt confident] 
ſured, that, 


rough the divine bleſſing, it w 
be wholly employed to the very beſt of pure 
 poſes—the cauſe of God and of truth, 
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7 „ HORATIO. | 8 


Ny [nar always the ſame thing over again? 5 
Morning, noon, and night, whining and praying 
| over ſome old Puritanic book or other? Surely you 
muſt lead a moſt unhappy, melancholy life, Eugenio! 
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That's as you think, Horatio; but long expe- 
rience has ſufficiently convinced us both, I hope, 
that neither your judgment nor mine, has any pre- 
tenſions to infallibility. 1 fancy, were our ſeparate 

enjoyments, hopes, fears, and future expectations, 
put into an even ſcale, and this queſtion impartially 
- anſwered, Who fares. beſt, *You or 1? the balance 
— would be greatly i in my favour. 9085 „ 
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* . Tou! find i it a 2 hard matter, indeed, to make 


5 f 1 have no poſſible con- 
ception tut a i ike yours ca ever be happy one. 
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ue cannot decide the matter. 
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m.e with too wk of your enthuſi | 
Fou know I never could rightly comprehend. t ur 
a have to do with plain matters of fact, and I'll ſee you | 
„out like a man of honour, plant the palm of victory 


= * on Eugenio's brow, if 1 cannot firſt ſecure it for 
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wn juſt like - my worthy; 
=_ fully expected from h ieve me, I would 
= . not ſo readily have ri, the barren. field of con- 
”—  _troverly, where ſo ſeldom any real good is to be 
= found. Would diſputants always. act thus, how 

much more profitable would it be for themſelves, as. 
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. as for thoſe who read or hear their 1 


Let who will gain the day, I'm well 3 we 29 


* N as el friends as when We W 
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Well, hd” Whidhe” Mall we Begin At us plea- 
| fires of a life' of melancholy e J pre. 5 


fime'> this is s your forte. 


| xv6x%10. 


| Xo: Fd er attack you on your own ground, 
5 try firſt, which of us enjoys the rational ae 
| fication of our different ſenſes moſt: becauſe I know _ 
tis a very falſe, but too prevailing opinion, that 


we chriſtians do not, and muſt not, enjoy the con- 


mon bleſſings of life, which our ſenſes are capable of 

affording us; whereas, in reality, we are the only 
perſons in the world, Who * the true reliſh of i 
theſe ſions: 
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noRAT10 3 6 


N how do you "II that out ? Im ſure I roſe 7 


this fine morning without one diſtreſſing thought, : 
had a delightful ride over the heath, enjoyed the 


TO te repurned with a keen appetire to > breakfaſt, 1 
F and 
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"Und reliſhed 4 diſh of fine favoured tea nn As bigh 
5 2 355 as you or any n man ever "dilly Lk can yu: 
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'BYGENIO.. 


"hs dear br, the cows in that nate wok, as 
much as you did; and I fancy, a little more: they 4 
never in all their lives had a diſtreſſing thought to 
diſturb them, and that's more than you can ſay 5 
they had the firſt. taſte of the pure air, that exhila- 


rated your broken conſtitution this morning, and 


perhaps a uch 0 reliſh for the Tous they y ne * : 


r 


'NORATIO.. 


1 EY SAP kind fr, for your BY edges 2 
to this polite aſſembly; I hope you will make one of 
the number, or inform us of the very ſuperior "mo 
vantage you have over every body elſe. Pray throw 
it into the ſeale, and let us ſee if there” 5 0 as 3 


in it. 15 


FR 1 


"I whe firſt IR 4. ASS every kar ogg! men- | 
tion, with all the keen ſenſations of genuine delight 
1 . eur ane of mind, and a good appetite, 
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4 . rakes db =” 
F Gus: Alte but what certainly a; 5 dot. 


reliſh to theſe enjoyme1 ts, and decidedly gave me 


the advantage over you, and the animal creation, 7 


was the ſweet: and tranſporting ſenfations of love 
and gratitude which 1 felt glowing in my breaſt to 
the gracious Author of theſe unmerited mercies; 


from whoſe hands I received them, not only as kind 
tokens of his preſent paternal affection for me, but as 
| ſure pledges of his future and eternal regard. This 
| tranſporting thought rouſed every faculty of my 


ſoul to ſing aloud in his praiſe; and while the di- 


vine principle of love was in exerciſe, I partook of 
his temporal | bleſſings, with a kind of heavenly 


reliſh, far beyond any thing you ever did, or poſ- 
ſibly could enjoy without it; for let the ſenſualiſt rave 


and riot as he pleaſes, it will ever remain an undeni- 
able fact, univerſally aſſerted by reaſon, revelation, and 
long experience, that none can view the delightful 


8 


ſcenes of nature, with divine appropriating ecſtaſy, or A 


enjoy with true filial e the rn: ac N 


0 of Moen. 


4% 


40 But who, with filial conlliihies babe, | 
| 90 4. Can lift to heaven an unpreſumptuous A 
r 40 Ape "OE ee canal made them all, 41 
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Mow: do you know 1 never r enjoyed. this as s well 
20 vou? BE 
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7 ir too, hen you have annere me this 
1 queſtion. Pray, did you ever aſſ a bleſſing from 
55 give him thanks for eg breakfaſt you 
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5 Really 1 cannot remembe! er 1 ever did. Ti know 
= it is got cuſtomary to do. it at breakfaſt. e 
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Then 11 am ſure it is not cuftomary with vou to 
enjoy what 1 did; for how is it poſſi ble you could 
feel any gratef ſenſations towards God, who ne- 
ver once entered into your thoughts all the while you 
were feeding on his bounty? And what a mean opi- - 

; nion muſt you have of that man who regulates his 
religion by the inconſiſtent notions of an idle and 
abſurd cuſtom? Is this agreeable to that reaſon you ſo 
much boaſt of? We religious folks are frequen ly 
accuſed of acting contrary to its dictates; but leav- 
ing. it wholly to your own judgment, I would aſk, 

who acts moſt rationally here? He who thanks God- 
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3 . 1 ti ion 1 iſle, For if; it 105 . oh 
10 alk God for his bleſſing on one meal, it OY 
| muſt on . one we N 
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'EVGENIO. 1 

a Trl pray 1 us yas no more of. your fooliſh 
cuſtoms (of however long a ſtanding) brought i in to 
exculpate the omiſſion of an indiſpenſable duty But 
to return from this ſhbrt digreſſion. I hope you will 

now give me leave to claim the advantage, I have 
alre ly EY: proved I have over you; and there- 
er ceremony, 4 ſhall. mark it down 


1 OR AT 10. ; 
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| 1 Ntop, my rey rd; not quite to faſt, if 
"wu: pleaſe.” Pray be ſo good as to explain firſt _ 
what you mean by this divine principle, as you call 
it, by ſome fact, figure, or example; or ſome how 

or other, ſo that I may underſtand you a little t t 
1 ter, - Vw you begin to make your notches W 
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(you know who I mean) 
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you a delicious pine from his hot-houſe, as a mar 


of his diſintereſted friendſhip, and as a pledge Y 
nevolent intentions to provide for you; would 
you not enjoy it with a much higher reliſh, than one 
5 you might buy at a fruit ſhop ? % out 
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s yours this morning. * Fhetefore now 18 aſe o 
; 55 _— that * your own. determination 15 have 
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tis a pleaſure you never taſte of; at leaſt I do not 
remember ever having ſeen you amongſt us. I mean 
when two or three of us jovial fellows get together 
1 ver our bottle, ſing a merry ſong, 
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That is a 5 lo... 5 "Fm 3 gire t 
9 to inform you, that I have greatly the advan- 
tage of you. here; having a very juſt idea of all your 
5 pleaſures, and a, thorough knowledge of the nature 

of all your enjoyments, from many years unhappy 
experience: while you are. totally ignorant of mine, 
from having never once taſted of their ſweets, or 
formed one Juſt idea of their true value; for if you 
had, you would have inſtantly relinquiſhed your omnn 
N and adopted mine. But we will once more comme | 
bs to the teſt, and contraſt them together; r | 
| withſtanding your very ſanguine expectations, 1 am 
Pretty confident of triumphing here alſo. In the 
firſt place, when two or three of my friends meet 
8 (you know the. moſt of them), we enjoy every tem- 
poral bleſſing, i in moderation, as well and better than 
you do, having them mixed with the additional plea- 5 
ſurè already mentioned, of which yours is deſtitute. 
Me too ſometimes ſpend an hour in ſinging, but it is 
to the glory of God; and I am ſure with much more 
» melody and pleaſure than you do, if I may judge from 
What I heard the other night, as I paſſed by the | 
- club-room ; the noiſe that came from. thence (har- 
5 mony there was s none), ſeemed to me more like that 


A . 
t 5 | 


„% en ee e ee 
= of. 5 in 4 Kennel, Juſt going to he bed, than 

= _ the voice of rational beings: and when curioſity | 

prompted me to liſten to what was going forward, I 

> - ound myſelf the only perſon filent ; and could not, 

bt. 25 with all my attention, from ſo many mouths find 

6 7 out the ſubject of your converſation. If you call : 


uus pleaſure, Horatio, 1 torally miſunderſtand the 
meaning of the” word. Very different indeed is our 
mode of entertainment: an anxious defire to get 
bold of truth, excites us to "inveſtigate, with "the 
ſtricteſt care and attention, every ſubject we under- . 
take to diſcuſs. Sometimes the precious truthis of 
the goſpel; at others, the myſtetous nature, attri- 
| butes, and perfeCtions of the Deity, with his. glori- 
dus works of creation, providence, and grace; or 
mie frequently wk relates to our own conduct as 
1 men and chriſtians; verifying the prediction of the 
ES royal prophet, ye Thy faints ſhall bleſs thee. . 1 
fall ſpeak of the glory of thy kingdom, and 
= © alk of thy power.” In ſuch delightful employ 
= this, we 'conftantly reap both proft and plea- 
ſſre; time flies on filken wings; and ſometimes, . 
wen we feel the bleſſed effect of the divine promiſe, 
= +» our happy ſouls ſtruggle, as it were, to get beyond 
© he limits of the crazy tenements to which they are 
confined. - And I will be bold to fay, from frequent , 
1 5 experience of both ſides of the queſtion, that our 
5 enjoyments in theſe rapturous moments as far ſur- 
paſs yours, as bas 12 8 8 wo the 7 75 does wo of a2 
n 2 5 „„ | Th 
Ss 5 5 | HORATIO. 


ſiure you enjoy with yours, unleſs vow can aan: aut 
5 eh e. of ** to the rat be] coy 
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vou? Were we not alone, I ſhould not think of ex- 
poſing my friend's weakneſs; but in the preſent fa- 


milliar tete a tete, I ſhall make no ſcruple to attempt 


a deſcription of the curious ſcene, as it will exactly 
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* my pleaſures, and to ſet off your n - 
Vith all the flowery language you are maſter of; but 

I muſt not ſuffer fine words without proof to have 

any weight in our impartial ſcale ; and muſt ſtill in- 
he liberty of thinking, that the pleaſure I 
enjoy with my friends is at eaſt equal to the plea- = 


That 1 can do; and ſome that you will not dare to 
45 were of a pleaſing nature. I love dearly to ap- 

2 peal- to matters of fact, when I can come at them. 
They are the very beſt arguments in 'the world. 
Do you remember the ſituation you were in laſt 


_ Wedneſday morning, when Mac and I called on 


anſwer every purpoſe I wiſh. Between ten ang 
celeven, I think it was, when we entered your 
toom; and from what had been told us the evening 1 
: 46 before, we were not much ſurpriſed at ſeeing the 


N a 0 
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Sa hd on one. fide of your chair, ſhaking 
2 phial that contained an emetic, and your ſervant 
on the other, with a glaſs of water, and a baſon of 
- Eamoniille tea; while the great advocate of pleaſure, 

' wholly" inattentive to our approach, Was every F now 
nl then expreſſing the raviſhing nature of his en- 
joyments in ſuch pleaſing cjaculations as theſe: Oh 
3 my head, my head] d——n'that wine, I will ne- 
ver taſte another drop of it! I wiſh from my ſoul 
1 had cofne away ſooner! How could 1 be ſuch a 
. fool?” And when we attempted, to ſeize the fa- 
voburable opportunity to moralize a little, you could 
badly give a rational anſwer; or even lift up your | 
| head to bid us a good: morning, when, we left [you | 
to ſettle your accounts in private, and enjoy your 
evening s debauch ; for no man in his r pull 
Hine: to. call it . VV 
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1 Bot wi my > Geka, was s only once in a way 5 * 

it does not abways happen ſo. You, who are a man 
of fo much candour, will not ſurely condemn a wing 
for woe: flaw or arch ſometimes be TOR in it. 
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0. 7 is a poor come off Horatio! indeed” it 
will not t do. It is as lght as air, To uſe your own 
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* 1 muſt not ſuffer fine wards: without 
« proof to have any weight in our impartial 
« ſcale.” I. know, by fatal experience, What theſe 
morning reckonings are; and though they may not 
| always call for the apothecary's aid, yet I know, and 
5 you know too, chat all theſe midnight revels and ca- 
\. rouſings are invariably, more or leſs, attended with 
very difagreeable ſenſations in the morning: while 
"the pleaſures I have deſcribed (if your friend's ve- 
. racity can be depended on) have quite a contrary 
effect; and are never brought to recollection with- 
out a freſh addition of real ſatisfactory delight. 1 


muſt therefore beg leave to make another notch in 
favour of a religious =. | 


4 


I, 8 


Wen, fince you will have the laurel round your 
eon brow, Eugenio, may not your friend take'one 
little branch, and 52 ſome of his pleaſure at leaſt 
are © equal to e | yy ; 
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8 not the ſmalleſt les 3 or Foy will 'Y 
ever ſuffer to. be plucked from it, while this precious 

truth ſtands upon facred record: * Godlineſs is pro- 
« fitable unto all things, having promiſe of he life 
Ki « 5 now is, and of that which 13 to come. WE Sen 
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. 8 Ir 1 bring facts, d ſound argument, to prove 
1 what 1 aſſert, and you refuſe to aſſent to truth; I 
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apart; pray, is there no 
pleaſure to be ſound in the playhouſe? in the ba 


doom; or at the billiard-table? You never go to 
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« I never remember ſeeing you at any of theſe N 
ſince I have 
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the pleaſure of knowing you. 9 5 5 
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HORATIO. 


Pray, what 8 can a ſurpaſs that of ſeeing 

| | tragedy. well acted? Does it not for a 4.5 
* de the ſoul, and enrich it with every noble and ge- 

nerous ſentiment; leaving a rc ſenſation nn 
2 is better felt than W . 1 


'EVGENTo. 


| OY you ſure this is always the cafe? If I may 
judge from what I have felt myſelf, the indecent. 
geſtures, amorous looks, and double-entendres, of 
the actreſſes during the farce, have totally effaced 
all theſe fine ſentiments you deſcribe, and produced 
others of a very different tendency in their room. 
But, ſuppoſing this was not the caſe, are you ſure 


you really felt theſe elevating | and 1 80 © 
ments Jn talk. of oo 
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Do you ben Ry my e 8 1 Or — 


pou think I am ſo far gone in wickedneſs, as to be 
paaſt all ſenſe of feeling; and totally incapable of 
knowing when my ſoul receives any tender im- 


ny Mons ? 
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"Oy no means, . 1 os; my. . for ; 


1 5 Wing this queſtion : but firſt I will tell you, why x 
rleeal chriſtians never go to balls, plays, or aſſemblies 


(1 ſay real Chriſtians, for I have nothing to do with 4 
only profeſſing ones). It is becauſe they can not 


find one thing there ſuited to their more refined taſte; 


or that can afford them the ſmalleſt degree of ſolid 


ſiutisfaction. Having been accuſtomed to partake of 
+ Joys that ſpring from a much purer ſource, they can 


| have no manner of reliſh for thoſe you ſo highly prize. 


Nay, if they are at any time ſo fooliſh as to attempt 

_ even to taſte of them in the ſmalleſt degree, they 
find it inſtant death to their ſpiritual enjoyments. 
3 Juſt as if you were to take out one of the fiſh ſport- 
ing in the adjacent river, and ſet | it to feed among the 
cows in the. meadow below us; it could not par- 
take of the food they do, not being ſuited to its na- 


M3 ture; bur, ad a few alp ear! its own element, would : 
1 on " ſoon expire, 5 
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"6 this tpi you 5 to ke that . _- 
© you” are "altogether of a different nature from the _—_— 
| * we the en n e in a a different clement? | -M 
© EVGENIO. ROUT con. 0 
3 1 0 45 Lord of God be true, and if 1 hs 6 

favingly converted by grace, I certainly differ in 4 
theſe reſpects from thouſands i in the world, who, like 
| you, are ſlaves. to ſin: conſequently my pleaſures 1 
W being « of a ſpiritual and heavenly kind, flowing from 
the gracious operations of the Spirit of God, muſt 
far exceed yours, which are only of a ſenſual nature; 
E or, at beſt, the product of fancy, or the offspring of 
2 fruirful imagination, warmed at the repreſentation 

| of a a Play, n if not wholly built upon fable. 
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| HORATIO. | 


"Rally, 1 yo have already got fo far: 8 
Fares, my reach, that unleſs you come down a little,  Þþ 
within the compaſs of your friend's capacity, I ſhall 
have but a very ſhallow notion of theſe ſpiritual and 

ee Joys Joo: talk ny oP whereabout do you 
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ro tell you the plan truth, . I am ca 
Ph A a loſs how. to act with you here. J could with 
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= from my. 0p to 5 able to give you a juſt. des'of 
the Chriſtian's religious joys; but the ſcriptures of 
1 unerring truth inform me *© that, they are ſpiritually | 
= « diſcerned,” hidden from the carnal mind, and 
gcaution me not to caſt theſe precious pearls before 
ſiuine, leſt, being ignorant of their value, they , 
E ſhould trample them under their feet, and turn again 
EE. and rend me: and though I have no dread of fuch 
harſh treatment from my friend, yet I know the 
word of God is true, and that all my attempts to 
make you rightly comprehend the joys of the goſpel 
will certainly be in vain, unleſs they are accompa- 
nied with a divine power, far ſuperior to any ching 
that fallen nature is poſſeſſed of; but notwithſtand- 
ing this, if you can but baniſh all prejudice from 
your mind, exerciſe your rational - powers, and ſe⸗ 
"riouſly reflect on the divine origin of theſe Joys, F 
their pure and holy nature, and happy effects on the 
believer's conduct joined to the united teſtimony of 
a thouſand credible and living witneſſes; I'm well 
_ pet uaded, though you may not comprehend them „ 
you cannot but ſee ſomething of untnoton, unfelt pre- 
_ clouſneſs in them, ſufficient to convince you they 
- muſt far outweigh any thing you can put in the ſcale 
_ againſt them. Chriſtians who have ſomething more 
than a name, who truly and ſavingly believe the im- 
portant truths of the goſpel, find them productive 
5 . of the moſt ſubſtantial realities; need no hiſtoric 


4 | proofs: to convince them of their divine authority, 
> SF but; from ofretuent and "happy experience e can ſet to 
. their 
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| " wth FARES: vrsr, . , 
thelr feat chat God is true. With a. holy confilence , 
they look up to him for an accompliſhment'of the gra- 
cious promiſes he hath been pleaſed to make in his 
word, ſeck for it in the ordinances of his own 
appointing, and are not diſappointed; for in theſe 
means of grace, the uſual channels through which 
he conveys his bleſling, they get ſuch clear and com 
prehenſive views of the myſtery of redeeming love; 
of the glory, harmony, and ſtability of the divine 
perſections, eternally united to actompliſh the glorious 
plan_ of ſalvation; ; its freeneſs, fulneſs, permanency, 
and ſuiablenels to their own wretched caſe, as ſweetly: 
and. powerfully conſtrain their willing hearts to em- 
brace it as completely finiſhed for them. Faith then 
in exerciſe, with penetrating eye, explores the heights 
and depths, the lengths, and breadths of. the love of 5 
God in Chriſt Jeſus; ; views with divine aſtoniſhment 
the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, and in holy triumph | 
calls them all her own; while the enraptured ſoul, 
| overwhelmed with a feeling ſenſe of her own nothing- 
| nefs, as wholly unworthy of ſuch unmerited favour, 


' the can never fully expreſs; and ſometimes is ſo 
ſweetly circumfuſed with the extatic manifeſtations 
of divine love, as even to forget for a time her dull 
companion the body, to which ſhe is ſo very cloſely 

connected, anxiouſly longing and panting for the 
full expanſion of all her powers; that ſhe may en- 
Joy, Wihout interruption, the eternal fulneſs of that 
— III VT OI o uma 
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labours under a pleaſing weight of gratitude, which 
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* N | 1, Does Horatio | then doubt ki 
him ſo 1 very 
e paſt all ſenſe of bens, © 


_ o& knowing when his ſoul is happy or. mi- 
ſerable? Or has he quite forgot the anſwer 
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Pray, did 1 chen 
'of perception ? Or | 


#7 7 boy. I * 


MD : the power of knowing when you enjoy. 
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No buts will not do, Horatio; 1 muſt have 
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dmethüng more fubſtantial ; good ſound argument to 
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* 3 ice ns that you are poſſeſſed of s peculiar 
"00s of he. mid, which and hou edt 
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HORATIO. 


1 7 no means refuſe you "his power, 1 
1 having no room to call the truth of your | 
teſtimony in queſtion, muſt neceſſarily believe you 
really enjoy the pleaſing ſenſations you talk of with 
"fo much rapture: but ſtill 1 cannot help thinking 5 
they are of an enthuſiaſtic kind, and that you ra- 
cher miſtake the ſource * come from. 


+ ntl EUGENIO, 


Supp ſe 1 do make this miſtake, and that kW your 
| ſuperior wiſdom you really are a better judge of 
the nature of my joys than I am myſelf; which, by 
the by, is not very likely ; ; ftill you have granted 
8 enough to enable me to ſhout vittory, in allowing 


the reality of the Chriſtian's joys : for if they are real, 
4 | they muſt of neceſſity, from the nature of the objects, 


and things they have to do with, in every reſpect 
far ſurpaſs yours. But 1 ſhould think myſelf want- 
ing to the cauſe of truth and the goſpel, if did 
not attempt to convince my friend, that the pious 
mind is not more certain of the reality of his reli- 

i * 3 Shs gious 
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ow deny if he muſt deny che authenticity of the ſcrip- | ; 

tures; he muſt look upon the patriarchs, prophets, 
Y apoſtles, ſaints, and martyrs of old, to be a company 
ff cheats and lars; and one: thor 


ious: deg TY of the Þ a of the ſontes from 
"whence they © ſpring; for tis this ſweet ingredient 
that ſwells the cup of j Joy, and gives it a heavenly 
reliſh, every time he js permitted to taſte it. - Of 
this he is fully aſſured from the infallible teſtimony 
of God himſelf, who has promiſed in his ſacred 
word, over and over again, to communicate theſe 
ſpiritual bleſſings to his redeemed people in Cray 
age through the agency of his Holy Spirit. He is 
-there commanded to aſk, and he ſhall receive, that 
his joy may be full; that this joy a ſtranger inter- 
meddleth not with, and no man taketh it from him. | 
He knows, from heart-felt experience, the truth 
of what Peter faid of the converted Gentiles in 
Aſia, c Believing ye rejoice, with Joy. unſpeakable = 
e and full of glory.” He knows it alſo from the 
conſtant and united rdttiniony of all the ſcripture 
yorthies, from the dying lips of faints and martyrs, 
in all ages, and from the well-atteſted experience 
gf a+ thouſand livi ing witneſſes ; who with one ge- 
neral voice aſſert, that in theſe ſpiritual enjoyments, . 
there | is a neſcio guid divini, attended with ſuch un- 
utterable ſweetneſs, ſo far ſurpaſſing all that a blind 
deluded world calls pleaſure, as leaves them no man- 
ner of room to doubt of the divine ſource from 
8 they flow, If my friend be bold enough to 


ands of gracious, 
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Wise, an learned men, now on this illand, to be no 
7 Nay, in ſome meaſure, he muſt even deny ß 
the teſtimony of his own ſenſes ; for the happy ef- 
ſescts of theſe divine and heavenly ſenſations in the 
real Chriſtian, who enjoys them, may be clearly 
deen by all around him, and demonſtrate as much as 
any thing their divine original; for they invariably 
lead the foul to the love of God, his word, his ways, 
8s people, and his cauſe; to the love and practice of 
holineſs; to a hatred and ſorſaking of fin; to a con- 
tempt of this. world, humility of mind, victory over 
che fear of death, and a daily longing. to be with 
__ Chriſt in glory. Hear the language of one, lately 
gone there, who enjoyed many precious foretaſtes of it 
on earth. I never ſo feelingly,” ſays he, © won- 
e. der at my own depravity, nor ſo deeply abhor 
e myſelf, as when the fire of divine love warms my 
heart. Surely the knowledge of ſalvation is the 
* moſt powerful incentive to repentance; and not 
e only the moſt prevailing, but an abſolutely irre- 
e ſiſtible motive to univerſal holineſs. Surely, O 
6 God, 1 could not thus long after. thy preſence, 
ee if I did not know the ſweetneſs of it! And I could 
7 6e not know that but by the revelation of thy Spirit 


| 1 ce in my heart; ; nor love thee at all, if 1 * 
rſt loyed me.“ 


"HORATIO, 


Tc 0 3 you talk, Eugenio, one might he FO to 
think that Chriſtians are as happy as n hr 
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Lou did nor n 1 ene wh 
| rjiing frame: if they were, they would not be 
fit to have any ſocial intercourſe with their fellow ; 
creatures; but it is their ſolid and conſtant happineſs | 


to know that the foundation. of their j joy cannot = 


ſhaken, nor the ſource of it dried up: and their 
rich privilege, at times, to be highly favoured wich 
gracious manifeſtations of divine love, as much ſu- 
perior to all the empty, frothy pleaſures of the fa- 


dhe earth. But to put you right with reſpect to 
- judging from appearances, you muſt know, the real 
| believer makes no parade nor boaſting of theſe fa- 
ours ; he is abſolutely forbid, as J told you, to caſt | 
them | before ſwine ; therefore he enjoys them in 
ſeeret, or communicates them only to thoſe, WhO 
from experience know their worth as well as him- : 
ſelf; and often, perhaps, you may think him me- 
| Jancholy, when his mind is moſt delightfully en- 
| _ gaped in the ſweeteſt contemplation « of divine things 3 
but 1 your erroneous Judgment can by no means leſſen 
dhe reality of his joy: indeed the effects of the 
peace of God, which paſleth all underſtanding, may 
ſometimes | be ſeen in his countenance, and read in 
* . „„ . 1. 


Hhionable worldling, as the heavens are higher than 
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ie: but it will lad him. neither 20 . | 
yagant...mirth, nor levity of ſpirit; for. in him is 
truly verified the poet's dnnn « Too happy o by 
be ſportive, he's ſerene.” Beſides, Horatio, Im 
greatly afraid you judge of the ſtate of real Chriſtians 
by thoſe who are only nominally ſuch; who, per- 
' haps, make a blazing profeſſion, but are as to- 
tally ignorant of the nature, privileges, and bleſſings i 
of the goſpel, as the ſavage Indian in the wilds of 
America. Now, what Jam going to ſay of theſe, 
may perhaps ſurpriſe you. From my heart I believe 
they are by no means ſo happy as you are, and can- 
; not, from the ſtate 20 are 12 oy half ſo much 
1 as _ do. 


nonAr10. | 


| Wel! this is an N a e indeed. 
A little while ago you ſeemed reſolutely determined, 
at all events, to prevent your friend's plucking a 


| ſingle leaf or bud from your laurelled brow ; but 


now, of your own accord, you preſent him vith a 7 
- ah be branch. 80 


e F indeed; a 98 to ſovereign grace, a 
cam! be perſuaded, contrary to the cleareſt evidence, 


* ps BY 26 who. FARES: bbs, ue. 
chat vb add: 2 carnal man on es 
eyed (While ſuch) one ſingle, real e ge 
above a child of God. But you run into the groſſeſt 
miſtakes, Horatio, for want of making proper diſ- 
_ tinftions. I never once attempted to undertake the 
defence of the numerous tribes of almoſt C hriſtians, 
who, like muſhrooms, ſpring up in every church, 
ſect, and party, in this highly. favoured iſland. All 
theſe ſtriving to get to heaven in a way of their own 
| 3 are too proud to ſubmit to God's way 0 
free and diſtinguiſhing grace. Some think to arrive 
there by virtue of their own merit; ſome join to 

this, what Chriſt has done for them; others reſt only 

on a bare ſuperficial knowledge of ſcripture truths, 
without a divine and experimental application of them 

to the heart; all ſtriving in vain to ſerve both God 

and Mammon; which, never being able to effect, 

they continue, as I hinted before, to be of all men 

"the moſt miſerable: for what with the gnawings of a 
clamorous conſcience, which they can never pacify; 

the perplexing cares and troubles of life, Which 

they have no true patience to bear with; ; the tor- 
menting fear of death, which, like an evil ſpirit, 
haunts them continually ; ; they neither enjoy the ſub- 
ſtantial delights of true religion, nor, without re- 
morſe, partake of the ſilly amuſements of a giddy, 
unthinking world. But it is not ſo with the happy 
5 faint, the peculiar, favourite of heaven; who has but 
done object in view, to which he is wholly devoted, 
e ond on yruch 935 draus a conſtant ad of pure, 


 heart- 


un. FARES: BEST, 4 | 27 | 
. delight: he is quite of a Aierens Ad 
and no more reſembles the motly group of almoſt 
«. Chriſtians,” (dome of whom you may be ac- 
1 22505 than __ reſembles darkneſs. ue 


non A T I * 

0 a give you . Lines "Of your warm 
400 in defence of a people, whoſe cauſe you ſeem 
pretty well verſed in; but I think, by this time, you 
muſt have nearly exhauſted your ſubject. — 


EVGENTO. 


11 her FOO my - fiend withes to make a the 
old proverb, © meaſure my corn by his own buſhel;” 
for. I have not heard you advance a fingle argument 
in favour of your own cauſe for ſome time. But if 
this be really the caſe with you, it is by no means 
ſo with me: fo far from having exhauſted the co- 
pious ſubject (as you think), J have but juſt en- 
tered upon it by way of introduction, and am. only 
afraid the preſent occaſion will not afford me ſuffi- 
cient time to communicate half of what I have got 
to ſay in its favour. I muſt therefore be obliged to 
confine myſelf to a few only of the Privileges, bleſſ 1 0 
ings, and advantages the true believer enj oys over 
Fog man of the world; to ſome of which, am very 
ey confident, 
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- © Conception of them, and will not be a little 92 3 
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1 pr lint to concenl ibe truth, even gage it goes 
=o ae me; I muſt therefore frankly acknowledge, 
mike a wiſe general, who perceiyes he is likely to Joſe 
| the day, I was going to propoſe a ceſſation of hoſtili- 

des: but this laſt challenge has fo far excited my 
=_ curioſity, as to determine me to keep my ground; 
do ftand upon the defenſive : a little longer, and hear 
2 what you have more to ſay. Perhaps I may find a 

favourable opening, to make an advantageous ſally 
on ſome of your outworks; and if I do, depend 
upon it, I'll have no manner of pity, for you have 

had none for me; therefore e care of TOWER 
| ERP GEES: N 
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= Truth is never elt Ke n n a my 
i:ittenchments are immoveably fixed on this impreg- 
muble rock; and for theſe eighteen years paſt, that 
1 have been called by grace to defend them, all the 
malice, policy, power, and rage, of earth and hell, 
have not Jet e able to e the e ſmalleſt bi d * 
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That's bad encouragement for me; ; however, let's 
ae ſomething more about theſe peculiar bl 
and advantages, which it ſeems you ſtrange kind of 
people enjoy above all others. 
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in with one . will probably make vou 
ſtare, and very likely may meet with a flat denial; 
but our mercy is, that bold denials and contradictory | 
allertions, from thoſe who never felt the power of 
faving grace in their hearts, can in no reſpect hat- 


ever leſſen the truth of plain matters of fact; and 
this is one, atteſted from the happy experience. of a 
thouſand living witneſſes, © That the true believer, 
« when in his right mind, living only by faith, as. 
& * be * ſhould do, has every thing bis own 
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* * chat's more e than I can fay; ;—for matters 
80 frequently the very contrary way with me from 
what 1 could wiſh, and very often give me no ſmall 
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5 # Bi But it 18 not ſo with the real Chriſtian. 8 1 affirm 
FEI again, when in his right mind, he has every thing 
be wiſhes for others; every ching he likes for him-, "8 
: ; . 5 {elf; and every thing his 0 12 82 . yeocks „ 
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1 Pray how do you make a ole} Is he not ſub- 
to all the cares, W and diſappointments 
of life = wall as een?! 3 
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= "Yes. But he knows BUY ſends them, whence they” 
1 firſt ſprung; what valuable ends, by the converting 
power of infinite wiſdom, they are made to anſwer. 
To him they are changed from curſes to bleſſings ; 
All invariably work together for his good, and c 

never give him pain, as they do the wicked: but the 
” believers peculiar mercy lies in this, that having 
| his will effectually ſubdued by the irreſiftible power 
ol ſovereign grace, it is, from that happy period, ö 
oeh mingled with the will of God; and they” be- 
come one. Agreeably to this precious 
= .rruth, they dwell in God, and God in them. Th 
Are one with him, and he with them, What 


God Wills, 1 Md if 0 God nuſt 

have every thing his own way, ſo has the Chriſtian, / 
Whatever befalls him, whether of a proſperous or an 
adyerſe kind, of a painful or pleaſing nature, his 
conſtant language is, „ *Tis the Lord, let him do 
« what ſeemeth him good ;” knowing it is the wiſe. 
and gracious allotment of his heavenly father, which 
he not only hopes may, but is confidently affured 
ſhall, moſt certainly terminate in his preſent and eter-. 
nal welfare. Therefore he never dares to call in 
queſtion, any of his awful and ſovereign degrees; 
nor preſumes to cavil at any of his myſterious re- 
vealed truths ; nor wiſhes to alter one ſingle diſpen- 
ſation of his providence towards him; but ſweetly. 
_ Poet, ö 1 


M.Ä y will 88 to thy celeſtial voice, . 
Knows no reſtraint; for duty is her choice. 
What ills thou ſend'ſt, I thankfully approve, 
As kind corrections, pledges of thy love: 
9 2 every change, whatever ſtage I run, 
My daily wiſh ſucceeds; Thy Will be "A | 


4 Mo never hear the old ſtory of the pious 
cduntryman? When the *{quire aſked him what wea- 
ther it would be to-morrow ? © Juſt what I pleaſe,” 
replied he. What you pleaſe!” faid the ſquire: 

. What do you mean by that?“ Yes, fir, Juſt what 
J pleaſe; for I'm very ſure, it will be juſt what 
No « pleaſes God; and I'm as ſure that will pleaſe 
tne.” Juſt fo is it with the real experienced 
Ehriftian, who lives near his God, and enjoys much 
oY communion 


—_ ao FARES ror, Ge. 1 8 
8 "ey u with him: whatever. paths through like 
=_ he is called to tread in, he is always fure to have his 
„ own will, becauſe it is wholly ſubmitted tO, and 5 
3 y coincides with the eternal mind of God, who 
vworketh and, ordereth all things according to the 
© counſel of his own will. If the turning of a firaw 
would totally reverſe the moſt diſaſtrous | event that 
ever befel him, he would not do it; becauſe it 
vould imply a diſtruſt of that infinite wiſdom, power 
and goodneſs in which he has the moſt unbounded 
Confidence. To this happy ſtate of reſignation, an 
. iluſtrious character in France, viz. Archbiſhop Fene- 
5 on, arrived, when he faw me het "Prince * 
breathle corpſe before him. ER 2 ORE: 
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| All this is very fine, Eugenio; and if chere really 
1 exiſt ſuch , accompliſhed Chriſtians, they .cer- 

| _ tainly are above the common level, and muſt ne- 

_ ceffarily be more happy than others; but I rather 
fancy my friend, in the warmth of his religicus 
„ . 5 zeal, has over-ſhot the mark; and drawn a picture 
= of what. the; believer ſhould be, and 10. of wha he 
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too well . with his own _—_ to 1 
the thought for a moment. Neither do I ſay he is 
thus completely, conſtantly, and invariably reſigned 
to the will of God, in all things. 10 But thus much 
1 will boldiy affirm; and from happy experience 
know it to be a truth, that all Chriſtians, more or eſs, | 
have given up their wills to God, and in Propor- 
tion as they are enabled by grace to de this, the more 
or len happy they are: and that there are now ex- 


: Ke Bom long experience -of their own folly and 
weakneſs, dread nothing ſo much as being leſt to 
themſelves, or having their wills ſeparated from the 
will of God; and, therefore, moſt gladly acquieſce 
in « every diſpenſation of his providence towards them: 
enjoying from this divine reſignation ( peculiar only 
to themſelves) a ſweet contentment of mind, which 

a+ carnal world has no conception of; a heavenly 

compoſure of ſoul, Which all the philoſophy on * x 
and Rome Sold. never have afforded _ 


HORATIO. 


1 theſe things are really fo, I muſt be n 


fag wich Agrippa to Paul, ce Ae Hou en ſuadeſt | 
8 me to be a W een ie en 
Sa: ©. $UGENIO.. 
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uſands of gracious men and women, 4s 
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Then Yeuny 8 the real Chriſtian has 


the advantage over the unconverted man in 


al his enjoyments, but is, in fact, the only ſatisfied 
_ perſon upon the earth, For he alone has God for his 


tisfy the unbounded defires of an immortal 


| ſelves, - with all the i 


| ſhort of this can ever fully ſa- 


Tou gentlemen of pleaſure, 'as you falſely call your- 
ginary delights and vain 


ambſements you can poſſibly invent, can never 


bring your capacious minds to be permanently ſa- 


tisfied with ſuch empty baubles as theſe, You know 


as well as I, there is 


you cannot rightly account for. But i 


a' craving void left, an 
wanting that cauſes pain, which 
is not ſo 


with the hippy believer, who enjoys much ſecret 
communion with his God; who finds in the immenſe 


ocean of his infinite fulneſs all that his 


mind can poſſibly wiſh, or conceive. He feels o 


void, no 
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5 while king. in che light 1 a -Spriqats re- 
* us ſometimes s gets ſo near 


4.14 . 


| 
| 
| 


— 


— . 


' 


8 
> — 


„ o: FARES Aug, KC. 1 "ps 


Wn Fr: : . j 
**. 4 0 o A 


== chat bleſſed preſence, in which ſaints . angels a 


1 heaven, as to be 1 from the overflow- © 
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_ aving granted the. principle on which. you build, 
| "oh advantage, I cannot with ee make any 
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ou remember, When we firſt began, L attempted 
to prove that tlie real Chriſtian not only enjoyed 
the common bleſſings of life; in a higher degree timn 
World; but chat, in fact, he was the 
who. had a proper reliſh for them: but 


be did not mention all the atguments I had to . 
; adyantage;.., Will you now give me leave to 
1 ng ſome of them Is. ved antes 4 
| F * 0 2 e E 9 
| | cans, Eugenio 30 for then 1 ſhall, perhaps, | 
= d. you a little bett er, and be better able to 
1 defend myſelf; for of late 7o¹ have taken ſoch hi 
l re ions, ci trave] ſuch 
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1 very believe i, Horatio: it is natural to DOM 
we can underſtand but little of that, concerning which 


. 


ve haye but little knowledge, and of which we haye had 
po experience ; Z eſpecially | in ſpiritual things, But we 
Will now deſcend to plain matters of fact, with which 
you are more familiarly acquainted; and you, if you 


pleaſe, ſhall fir in the Judgment ſeat, and decide for 
the Chriſtian, 


= o «Fo, 0 * ” 
4 4 2 


8 doo years, 280, 88 10 fine has; in be- 
vonſhire unexpettedly fell to your lot, by the death 
of a diſtant relation, can you recollect the temper 
and diſpoſition of mind, with which you travelled 
two hundred miles to take poſſeſſion of it? And how 
you reliſhed the entertainment on the road? NT” 


b : 6 8 A. * % 
{ K »$ 
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W wall. + was too hippy: to FF  diſpleaſed. 
with any body; and too intent upon what I ag in 
view, to find fault with any thing: on the contrar 
nature freemed: to wear a more beautiful e than 


ever; every ching was pleaſing; and every thing I 
r 1 Exyoyed, 


ning foe es as inn in e 
I then thought the beſt I had eyer 1 
but laſt ſummer, having occaſion to ſtop there, I 
-- called fyr another bottle at the fame inn, and had à 
Farm diſpute with. the landlord about it; for he 
Fo would inſiſt upon its eing the ſame vine, and 1 as 
inſiſted | it was not; or elſe it was greatly 
r th | But he had che 44 * to 
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by he death of ap ler e 
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ale nature, and eternal duration, as makes þ 
his heart leap for joy ; and ſweetly leads it to ſuch a 
happy and reſigned ſtate, as makes him content with 
every thing he meets with here below, He is diſ- 
pleaſed with nobody; nothing comes amiſs; all js 
pleaſing and delightful around him, If diſaſters 
happen, he knows in What light to view them; 
they fir eaſy. He can even take the ſpoiling of his 
earthly goods joyfully : being only a traveller, ſuch 
little remporary inconyeniences as theſe on the road 
no way affe&t his real inheritance ; and that's all he 
- principally cares for. As the near and certain hope 
of poſſeſſion, in your caſe, gave an additional de 


giyes a double reliſh to every earthly comfort he je 
Joys. Bur here, Horatio, lies his very great advan» 
| tage; your happy diſpoſition of mind laſted but 

three days; 7 his commences from the moment he 
becomes a converted man, and continue „ more or 
leſs, to. his lateſt breath, He likewiſe may enjoy, in 
common with you and others, the pleaſures ariſing 
, from the near proſpect of poſſeſſing any earthly good ; 
put neither you, nor any man, in a carnal ſtate, loy- 
ing and living in fin, can ever haye a taſte of the 
more exalted and refined pleaſures, flowing from cha 

Chriſtian's well grounded hope, of ſhort. 1 goming 
5 to. the a F. * eternal ſtate, of EE 
71 and * 
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„ N 1 nokario. 


to the claret you drank at Sah{bury ; ſo, with him, it | 


88 
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| DI dee flats TI mind can flow 
only from the 5 of certainty we have of com- 
ing to the poſſeſſion of an expet ed good. Now 1 
was: ſure of enjoying my eſtate; but can you fox, the 
hriſtian . 3 wa $i. ory his? n 
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= Bhs Ye; ten times "note gh ; 7 Ja of firs. 
=_ ſeen fatal events, incident to human life, might have 
forever prevented your raking poſſeſſion of an earthly 
aeeettate: beſides, à flaw in the will, a defect in the 
title deeds, with many other things I could mention, 
may yet deprive you of it: and at fartheſt, there can 
=p be nothing more certain, than that in a very little 
. = dime, a much dreaded meſſenger, from 4 ſupreme 
—_— will be commiſſioned to take theſe deeds of 
ſettlem ent out of your hands, however reluctant to 
part with them, and conſign them to another; who, 
3 may not hold them half the time you have. 
But who dares ſay, or where is the man that can 
1 prove, that any of theſe things, in the ſmalleſt de- 
4 Bree, can ever effect the Chriſtian's permanent inhe- 
_  "itance? It is eternal, incorruptible, and undefiled; 
ſiounded upon, kept and ſecured for him by, all the 
ur mnuable Non of deity. Neither time nor 


er UE 7 » yy | accident, 
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* necident; nor life nor death, nor angels, nor a 
 cipalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, can poſſibly injure or deſtroy it. Be aſ- 
ſured, Horatio, the unhappy man, who dares at- 
' tempt to ſhake the foundation of the chriſtian's hope, 
aims at what is ſhocking to ſuppoſe, the annihila- 
tion of the divine attributes ; conſequently, the very 
being of God himſelf. People who allow even the 
_ ſhadow of uncertainty | in any of God's works, par- 

ticularly in that grand diſplay of his love, che eter- 

nal falvation of his ele&, reduce him to a ſtate of 
littleneſs, which even reaſon and common ſenſe 

ſhudder at. It is the moſt groſs affront a poor, puny, 
finite creature can put upon the wiſdom, power, and 
goodneſs of the divine Majeſty; and to aſſert = 
| Maintain it, the very bei of eee 


HORATIO. 


Pray ſhall I be 8 in 1 my friend hay 
| got t too warm in deending | his cauſe ? 
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2 TY if any body were to call in queſtion the OL 
ſeeuriry of your Property, you would be warm too. * 
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it in his heart z death, with 


w * # * . ed J. * i $» 4 , 8 * as 


FETT 7 gs 


9 


# Joint heir with Jeſus Chriſt; 


got the writing in his own hands, and the carneſt of 
| his power, ſhall roh 
him of neither, But 110 ſure as a God of faithful. 
neſs and truth has promiſed, ſo ſure ſhall he, at 
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* at 2 lo ebb, fbimething e | 


this caſe, he has a very ſtrong. anchor, near akin 
do faith, which never fails him; this he caſts within 
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of muſtard-ſeed, his peage muſt be lo o; ba in 


| the. vail, and ſecurely rides out the moſt dreadful | A 
| ſtorms; till his faith; gathering ftrength, riſes big, 


feels the celeſtial gale, up anchor, and away he goes 
through an immenſe ocgan of what may be truly 


called pleaſure; enjoying, in his courſe, the clear 


Fance of things not Jo. ſeen, and the very ſub- _ 
by of things he daily hopes for. Joy 1 now. riſes, at 

times, eyen to ecſtaſy, an enables bim to ing with | | 
the royal prophet, ** Whom have I in heaven, but 


ee thee, O God, and there is none on earth 1 dere 
te beſides ther. And jf he ſometimes meets with | 


bad weather on his paſſage, it does not make him 
change his note; with a little variation only, he 
ſtrikes up with another ſaint, and fays, © Although 


che fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, peither ſhall fruit 


E be in the yines; the labour of the olive ſhall fail, 


e and the fields ſhall yield no meat; the flock ſhall 4 | 
s be cut off from the fold, and there ſhall be o | 


es herd in the ſtalls : yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 


| 1 1 will joy in the God of my falyation.” Believe | : | 


e, Horatio, however an | orgs and gainſaying 


di iſs of kan ans hour of ki eher 
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81 may ſealf, ſneer, and ridicule at the, Chri- 
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1 WO FARES AEST 
\ ck 2 frame 4 this, far out · w | 
| whole. lie of. what you modern jon 5 call 
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matter to inake us believe! it: beſides,” you certainly 
 eafty things too far, and are n 
taining, upon the whole, a bare advantage ; but mit 
needs eſtimate your enjoyments at a rate, far 
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Wis you and they hat. the "RS ſpiritual Perception 
of divine things that the real Chriſtian has, I'm ſure 
you. would not ſay ſo:. and if I did not myſelf know, 
from happy experience, the truth of what I have ad- 
vanced, believe me, Horatio, * ſhould | not have 
taken half ſo much ok to Fonyince you of i it. 5 
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0 IG cannot but thank PAY fiend” for his 
Ws * how far they may anſwer "his 
not t for me to determine: : however, if you pleaſe; 
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weighs, in real 


fatisfied with 'ob- 
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wel juſt have one or two more of the Chriſtian's pe- 
culiar e = . ö K 
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little effect on my friend's cit; therefore, noti to 
tire his patience, I'll readily comply with his requeſt, 
and only mention three more, out of a multitude of 
7 N diſtinguiſhed privileges, to which none but the 
de Belfever Ras any right; and which, in falt, 
5 at he” can or does enjoy. 1 ſuppoſe you” will 


ket 
lave no obj eckibn to adopt che ſentiment of one ol . 
old, ae that mall is born to trouble, as the ſparks' fly f 
of ward. 1 Good and bad have their portion of this 
allotted them; no wiſdom, power, nor policy, in hu- ; 
man nature can deviſe or effect means to avoid it: 
all müſt ſuffer. The grand queſtion, therefore, n „ 
ceſſarily follows; Who is beſt fupported in the b. 
fering ſtare ? Who can wade through it with the tekſt 
pain? Or, to ſpeak. in very plain language, who can, . 
make the moſt of this bad bargain? Did you ever 
give afflictions a hearty welcome? rejoice in them? as i 
ſpecial bleſſings ? '6r fincerely thank God 'for them! ” 
Did you ever ſay with St. Paul, 4 I take pleaſure in 5 
& infirmities, in reproaches, in necelſties, in per- 
0 Futon, in diſtreß, for Chriſt's fake? „ee TRURT 
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en, in ſuch a rejoice in tris 
count it all joy when he is led through di- 
; and fay from che heart, it was good fot 


than you ate; neither am I 
amuſe you with an ideal 


=. ao rakes. ur, * = 
the divine record, that all theſe affiiftions work for 
| oy... far more exceeding, and an eternal weight of 
And this bleſſed conſideration not only makes 
wy ph" 405 light, and eaſy to be born; but fre- 
- quently enables them to rejoice in them as a real 
good; the ſpecial gift of their heavenly Father. 
Peter and John did ſo, when they were counted 
' worthy to ſuffer ſhame for a Saviour's fake. Lace- 
rated backs and fetrered feet did not hinder Paul and 
Silas from expreſſing the joyful effuſion of their hearts 
in ſongs of praiſe to God. The primitive Chriſtian * 
did not murmur, fret, and repine, at human calami- 
ties, as che carnal mind does; but even took che 
ſpoiling of their goods joyfully. And thouſands in 
_ this goſpel day, (your friend, I truſt, through grace, 
among the reſt) can with pleaſure adopt t the language 
; - a favourite author of your and lay, e 


* 


5 oy « Amid my li of belag ⸗ il, Fe | 
Stand ** foremoſt, * That my hog has bled. 5 


| pie YEN faggots hive often kindled duch a latde | 
1 of holy rapture in the breaſt of dying martyrs, as wall _ 
continue to blaze, with renewed feryeney, through- 
out the countleſs ages of eternity. But this is a pe- 
culiar blefling, which I well know the men of tho 
world are totally ignorant of. The afflitive diſ- 
penſations of providence will never be looked pen 
by them as a real good: they cannot comprehend = 
a "mo n 8 Sing can be. It is the diſtinguiſhing 
characteriſtic 
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ſlings, and can r receive hem as marks 
rd, you certainly have a ve 
of your fellow crea- 
But may not we worldlings have our ſeruples 
about this matter? Are vou very ſure cheſe 
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Did you as read your Bible, Horatio? or 
baye you moe” what that alan Noa Whom the 
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_ pleaſe; lers ent yr nent W 
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het you vill find a till greater blefling than he” 
former, peculiar only to the heaven-born ſoul, and 
it conſiſts in this; that he knows he has a covenant, 
God and Father, to whom he may, and conſtantly 
h does, approach with holy boldneſs in every time of 
need. To this impregnable rock David, in the 
hour of his greateſt danger and diſtreſs, fled for. re- 
 fuge, and Was fate. Here Luther could haye what- 
ever he aſked,,..! becauſe, he aſked in faith, agreeable 
to the will of God. Here, on his knees, an honeſt 
countrymin of mine was more dreaded- by a ww - 
queen, than an army of tw-enty thouſand JN. . 


Here the ſaints, in all ages, have performed won- 


ders; ſtopped the bottles of heaven, and opened : 


them again; ſubdued kingdoms; conquered ar- 
mies; overturned the counſels of the wicked; 
averted national Judy gments, | and procured national 


bleſſings : and here, in the preſent day, thouſands = 


happy. ſouls find inexpreſſible deli ght, 1 in ſpreading all 
their. yarious complaints, cares, and concerns, . before 


a faithful, promiſe-fulfilling God; confidently aflured, 5 


that what they commit to his charge, will be vilely | 
5 managed for their beſt intereſt. What they can- 
yor diſcloſe to their deareſt friend on earth they n 
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world arg never 
| permitted to 1 4 Rr d you ever find an 
benefactor, however generous, able, 

willing to help you, that 
jan's God. ky 
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We 1. 18 now ſome an | IN a muſt ac 
doe to my ſhame), ſince the Bible and 1 
dropped acquaintance; th I may be miſtaken 


in wat Iam going to fay : bur J think, I have my 
fon 
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mewhere i in it, that Paul once aſked the Lord, three 
s, for ſomething or other 
in after” all. Ks, how does this ace with 
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1 K creature, in a ve 8 6 ka fate, xo * 
19 | ſometimes aſk, anc certainly docs aſk, what w 
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1 8 275 hureful to him: t therefore, it is 
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= ciouſly withholds every. thing of this k 1 
| BY confers what he knows will tend to "his | real 
þ od. My little boy begged very hard, the other 
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%, for 4 rotten apple 1 had filled with poiſon, and 
en place in à hole, through which the 
fats paſſec. Do you think 1 ſhould have been his 
friend, had I granted his requeſt? 1 believe not. 
No more would God be a friend to his own children, 
Were he always to give them what they aſked. He 
loves them too well for that: but never withholds any 
one good thing, that in the ſmalleſt degree will con- 
tribute either to their preſent or future welfare. | 
Having already beſtowed on them the greateſt of all 
his favours, the unſpeakable gift of his well beloved 
Son; they find in the ſweet exerciſe of prayer, that 
all other bleſſings are included in, connected wich, | 
and flow wholly from it. But you know as well as 
I, that this friendly intercourſe with heaven, at a 
throne of grace, and conſequently the pleaſure and 
| advantages ariſing from it, is altogether an impene- 
trabſe ſecret to thoſe, who are daily. purſuing a mere 
phantom of happineſs in the idle amuſements of 
what is ſtyled faſhionable life. Such perſons can 
| have. no more idea of what paſſes between the ſaint 
and his God here, than they can have of what. paſſes 
between them in heaven: conſequently they muſt be 
_ wholly unacquainted with the prime part of human 
felicity. For God only is the ſource and fountain of 
happineſs ; and the nearer a rational being ap- 


| Proaches to him in nature and communion, the 


happier he muſt be. But your votaties to ſenſual 
pleaſure run directly from this bleſſed ſource, are 
n of its value, never reſort to it, and, what 
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far a very little time, you will find it 
moſt important and neceſſary bleſſings 
that a allen creature can enjoy: and if not poſſeſſed 
of it then (which God forbid), you will be glad to 
* your fine Devonſhire eſtate for i it, and ten thou- 
| ſides, if you had eu 
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1 ſuppoſe nes. allude to the hour of death. Bur 
tans, of a ſuperior kind, die as 
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49 believe "the love of ifs would * you "gp a 
great many things, Horatio., But Chriſtians, cannot 
5 mate themſelves, as many people pretend. If the 
Bible be true, they are God's workmanſhip, created 
in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained we ſhould walk in them. But with 
reſpect to the power of death over the human race, 
we all know full well how far it extends; good and 
bad, young and old, noble and ignoble, muſt bow to 
his ſceptre: he is no reſpecter of perſons; All have 
in their federal head, and all muſt ſuffer the 
Penalty incurred, by paſſing through this dread 
_ valley to a future ſtate. The grand queſtion, therefore, 
between you and me muſt be this; Who can encoun- 
ter this King of Terrors, and not be afraid? Who can 
long for, rather than dread, his approach ? Converſe 
familiarly with him as a friend? Give him a hearty _ 
welcome as ſuch? And neyer treat him as an enemy ? 
3 is it the believer? Ori is it the man of the world? 
Come, Horatio, let us finally decide the matter. 
Muſter up all your forces, make a vigorous ſtand, | 
and try if you can anſwer this -queſtion in your fa- 
vour. I frankly declare, and moſt ſolemnly. proteſt, 
if you can clearly prove, to your friend's fatisfaCtion, 
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your merry companions ſhall wear it. The rei- 
gion, that will not bear a man out to the very laſt 
po is not worth keeping, 5 1 850 15 ” | | 
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A circumſtance, to 
witneſſes, juſt now occurs to my Hind; which may = 
y help to illuſtrate: the true believer's: peculiar _ 
y advantage over the man of the world, inn 
death. Lou may remember in the be- 
Indo the year 1780, when We 
at Madras; one day aſter dinner, a Gentoo conjurer | | 
came in, and after amuſing 
curious tricks, he careleſsly opened a round box 
held under his arm, and out darted a large rattle- 

; ſhake, twined about his neck, and kept hiſſing and 
nattling in ſuch a frightful manner, as you know, 1 
dlarmed us not a little: eſpecially when its ff 
eye S our way, . ready to ſpring: on. 
"ſome of 1 W 
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3 ments, and you will clearly ſee. who fares beſt 
ſtzen. Death has got a ſting, and a dreadful one it 
= 4 Is; _ to make the x Poa heart tremble. Mil- 


[gs ok grounded hope, and confident af- 


_ {urance, that this ſting is taken away. Conſequently Þ 1 5 f 


when the monſter comes to aim his unerring ſhaſt at 
is heart, he dreads no more harm from it, than the 
Gentoo did from the hiſſing of the rattle-ſnake. He 
| ſmiles at the foe, from a divine and heart · felt know- 
ledge of what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for him, 


when he robbed death of all his malignant power, 5 


and perfumed the noiſome grave with his preſence. 
Frail nature may indeed ſometimes ſhudder at the 


5 monarch's ghaſtly appearance: it never yet was 


fightly reconciled to its own diſſolution, by all the 
3 arguments that human reaſon could ever ſuggeſt ; 


But true faving faith, which none but à child or id) | 1 


God poſſeſſes, views death in a very different light; 3 


ſees nothing ghaſtly in him; waits with a kind of holy 


anxiety for his nearer approach, as a kind deliverer 
come to ſet his ſoul at liberty ; a faithful meſſenger 1 
diſpatched from his heavenly Father's court, to throw 
open the gates of eternal life, that he may triums 
phantly enter in, and take poſſeſſion of the glorious 
- Inheritance. Then the dying faint can De by. 
1 happy y_ and w”_—_ | 
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And ſee An face to face. 1 
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. "This i is not * . 4 5 . deluſion, of; an an Y 
* mind, nor an imaginary display merely | 
of what the chriſtian wiſhes to arrive at; but a, fair 
and juſt ſtate of facts, which thouſands. have experi- 
enced the truth of. Let the unprejudiced man, he 
"Is aka ſeen the faint on his ar be it 
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1 4 


bel, = inexpreſſible aclight, the belies in] his lat 
moments, triumphing over death as a conquered. ene · 
my; courting his approach, and crying out, as thou- 
ſands have done before him, .O death, where is, .thy 
e ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks be to 
of « God, which giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt.” I have alſo ſeen with grief, and hor- 
ror of mird, the hopeleſs ſinner in the agonies of death, 
blaſpheming his God, curſing his exiſtence, and ex- 
piring with the epvenomed ſting in his heart; and all 
the terrors of hell in his conſcience. T he recolletion 


of ſuch a miſerable exit is dreadful ! God grant it ne- 
ver may be your lot nor mine. But ſay, Horatio, 


A v FARES mer, Keel 


| what che word of God aflerts ; that the righteous have 
hope in their death; but the wicked are driven away 
in their wickedneſs? Perhaps you have never ſeen 


with what joy and triumph the former of theſe take 
their leave of time. But 1 know, you have fre- 
quently ſeen the wicked die. Do you remember. i in 


what an awful manner our old. acquaintance, Capt. 
Nn left us? | 


1 
, NOS 5 TI o. ; 


— 


. is mention it. The havght ol chat TY 
heels ſcene always makes me tremble. 'G have ne- 


ver been able to think of death ſince, but with a de- 


| gree of horror. Poor unhappy. man!.. How per- 
ſectly ſenſible to the very laſt! Yer how diabolical 
his conduct What unheard of imprecations! What ; 
excruciating agonies of mind! He ſeemed really to 
feel (according to his own expreſſion) all the com- 
plicated miſeries of the damned: and would not be 


perſuaded but that it was the ſure preſage of his 


eternal condemnation. Sure, Eugenio, all vorkly 


men do not die as he did? A 
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But 2 great my do. 1 myſelf have 00 
lunch into eternity, in this awful manner. "Shins; 
indeed, act very differently : take no ſmall pains to 


{mother all thoughts of futurity ; dare every danger; : 
and hurry i into it at a venture. Others deceive them 
ſelves with a falſe hope; relying on the mere mercy 
of God; when- they have lived all their life-time in 
in, and ſtill retain the love of it in their hearts; 
8 never once forming an idea that juſtice is as eſſential 

2 perfection of the Deity as merey. Others, like the 
brute beaſt, dic without any thought at all; igno- 
rant that they have a ſoul; totally unconcerned about 
eaven or hell; neither wiſhing for the one, nor 

dreading the other. But you, nor any body elſe, 

ever faw the real chriſtian (having the exerciſe of 


his reaſon) make fuch an awful exit as our late un- 


_ happy friend: nor even as any of theſe 1 have men- 
tionecl. A full proof this, that there muſt at leaſt 
de ſomething very valuable in true vital godlineſs. 
1 wilt indeed readily allow, that all bellevers do 
not die equally happy, as to ſenſible enjoyment. 
Many are not bleſt with that full aſſurance of faith 
Which thouſands have experienced. But they all, 
more or leſs, have a well grounded hope, which 
ſupports them in, and carries them fafely through, 
9 che e valley of Fend. ] Some are very. ſorely 


8 11 2 ws - z [4 


/ 


} 


3 0 . good fight, I have 
« I have kept the faith, &c.“ Indeed ſank of ws 
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2 at by the enemy of ſouls, to che ve n 
eternity; and get to heaven, as it were wich the 
lein of their teeth; diſputing every inch of the way. 
Others are naturally of ſuch a timid; fearful diſpoſition, 


dn dave ſuch humbling views of cheir own utter 
ee pris Mite vl de ng. e. Krogh 


ge” for ſhelter in 
and cry, 


K dresd m 


Paul 


e ewe er, fh ene 


weaklings of the flock, of this latter deſcri ription, juſt 


before they launch off, frequently ſhout victory 
through the blood of the Lamb; having the port 
of glory full in view. I have ſeen and heard them 
do it. And now, to draw the whole to a concluſion, 
3 dare venture to affirm, that no man, who has been 5 


à witneſs to theſe different death- bed ſeenes (and has 
che uſe of his reaſon), but muſt take up the language 
of the covetous prophet, and ſay, « Let me die the 
e death of the righteous, and let my latter end be 
0 „* hin. * what ſay you, Horatio? | [ot 
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Af if withing could effect this, cn be 1 might | 
ſay ſo too: but, no doubt, I ſhall be told, there is 
| Ry Preparatory to 0 deſirable an end, which 
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Then it is to be hoped, you will no longer 


moſt of them do; in the character of the devil's - 
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” 2 I boy, 1 8 from 15 to Bi. 1mpu- 


way 
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1 care to propagate, by his emiſlaries, 


4 among all ranks of people, as a chief ſupport to 5 ” : 
he i is likely to loſe'o one _ his ſabjedts to 
Whar do you think about it, Horatio? Are you not 
e? I'm ſure it is a very diſ- 
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you on this 0 1 het we 5 Rive a little more 
to diſcuſs it thoroughly; but at preſent 1 
mult wiſh you a Nr morning, as 1 

ſome company at waiting for me, whom 
promiſed to meet: but if you are diſengaged to e 
row, I may, perhaps, give you a call. 2g Jn by 1 
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1 ſhall be glad to ſee you; but, juſt before we part, 
tet me ſeriouſly beg of my dear Horatio to treaſure 
up in his mind the ſubſtance of our preſent conver- — | 
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of this imporune and long tabled fit, e 


« the real chriſtian is certainly the happicſt of men. 
The voluptuary may for a time boaſt of his fleeting 

- pleaſures with an air of ſeeming triumph, but, ſurely, 1 
you and 1 both well know, from fatal experience, _ 
that they conſtantly end. in diſappointment, remorſe, — | 
or diſpair; while the happy favourite of heaven, in 


- poſſeſſion of that precious jewel, the peace of God, Fc” 
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